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WELCOME TO KINDERMUSIK® VILLAGE

KINDERMUSIK VILLAGE is designed for lap babies, crawlers, and walkers newborn to 18 months, accompanied by a parent or caregiver. Kindermusik Village introduces multiple levels of developmentally appropriate activities occurring simultaneously with babies of this age range. In class we may see one baby rocking gently in Dad's arms, another waltzing on Grandma's toes, and yet another bouncing on Mom's knees all at the same time. Depending on whether your baby is on your lap, crawling, or walking, I will give you suggestions on how to participate, but feel free to follow your child’s as well as your own needs and wishes.
KINDERMUSIK VILLAGE includes eight different units (7 or 8 weeks each) of music for newborns to 1½ year old children: Cockadoodle MOO, Do Si Do, Dew Drops, feathers, Dream Pillow, Zoom Buggy, The Rhythms of my Day and Hickory, Dickory, Tickle and Bounce. Registration is ongoing as long as there is room in the class.


Important Guidelines:
• If you have a young infant, bring a soft blanket or towel for baby to rest on during floor activities.
• Dress comfortably as we will be sitting on the floor for activities. We will remove our shoes during class for safety as well as developmental reasons.  Babies also learn through the soles of their feet.
• Wash Hands: We will also ask everyone to wash or disinfect your hands before entering the classroom.
• Gathering time: The first five minutes of class will be used to purposefully come together.  I will play soft music and have instruments or other materials on the floor for you and baby to explore.  Please greet and visit with other parents and get settled during this time. If you arrive late, please join us!
• We will disinfect all materials that we use in class with Benefect* after every class to reduce the chance of transmission of bacteria and viruses; so don’t worry if your child wants to mouth them.  All children explore their world through their mouth at this age and it is important to their development to let them do so.

*Facts about Benefect:
-The First & Only Botanical Disinfectant in North America 

-Kills Over 99.99% of Bacteria, Mould & Fungal Spores

-No Rinse or Wipe Required

-No Warning Labels or First Aid Statements
• If you or your child is sick please stay home in order to prevent the spread of viruses and bacteria.

• Let us know when you will be absent, so that I can plan accordingly.
• Change Table: For sanitary reasons use the baby change table in the bathroom to change diapers and wrap disposable diapers in a plastic bag before throwing them away in the waste bin.
• Feel free to nurse or feed your baby at any time during the class. 
• Don’t worry if your child sleeps or seems to be uninvolved through some of the classes.  You and your child are still benefiting from the musical environment and you will be able to do the activities at home when your baby is more receptive.  
• Make child care arrangements for siblings.  Their presence can be very distracting to the class.  An occasional visit is welcome, but please call ahead to let me know.  This also applies to other adults, parents or friends who would like to come and observe a class.
• If your crawler or walker becomes curious about the cupboards please redirect him/her. We have tried to make the classroom as childproof as possible, but it is still your responsibility to make sure your baby is safe at all times, with respect to himself/herself as well as to others. 
• Babies need a parent or caregiver to be truly "present" and observant. Please observe your baby and discover his/her preferences. You and your child will benefit more from this program if you actively participate in class, listen to your CD and read your book at home with your baby!
• We offer a lending library of books, tapes and CDs.  Please sign out any items in the logbook.  The limit is one item per child per week.   

The Kindermusik philosophy values the education of the whole child in mind, spirit and body. It also wishes to educate you the parent as to why these activities are important to your child’s development.  In class we will balance the education of your child by experiencing both vestibular (ear and balance) and visceral (gut and heart) stimulation. In Kindermusik Village we will open each class with a gentle gathering time, lots of touching and embracing, a wide range of movement such as rocking, bouncing, flying, swooping, and special attention to vocal development through play activities. We are very excited about facilitating your relationship with your child through music!

Class Schedule: 
Educator:
Mondays at 11:15 AM  
Marie Bouchard

Thursday 10:00 to 10:45 AM  
Marie Kusters
Class Cancellations:

Classes will be cancelled due to extreme winter conditions when driving conditions or lack of snow clearing warrants it.  In this event you will first be emailed, then called and advised of the cancellation.  These classes will be made up at the end of term whenever possible.

Make-up Classes: 

As there can be two classes of Village offered per week (Mondays at 11:15 AM  taught by Marie Bouchard and Thursdays at 10 AM  taught by Marie Kusters), it is sometimes possible to come to another Village class to make up a missed class. Please contact us to arrange this.  If you or your child is ill or cannot make a class, please call me to let me know so that we may start the class on time.

Location: Home studio located at 3289 Kodiak St. in Southkeys near Bank & Hunt Club.

The studio entrance is behind the double garage.  Please follow the path to the side door and walk right in.  There is no need to ring the bell.

Parking Regulations on Kodiak Street:

My studio is located in a residential area.  I have had to request a variance to the bylaws of the city of Ottawa in order to teach groups of children in my home studio.  Please be considerate of the neighbours when you park your vehicle.  Try to park as many cars as possible in my double laneway.  If you know you will have to leave in a hurry, park either at the end of the laneway or on my side of Kodiak St. unless other cars are already parked on the other side.  Try not to park opposite another car, especially in winter when the roads get narrower.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Instruments and Toys:
If you are interested in purchasing some Kindermusik instruments or toys for your child’s use at home, we presently have an inventory of popular items on hand and we will also be placing a group order some time in November if there is interest.
My studio offers the following Kindermusik programs:

· Kindermusik Village - a 45-minute class for babies from birth to 1½ years and their parent/caregiver

· Kindermusik Our Time - a 45-minute class for children 1½ years through 3½ years and their parent/caregiver

· Kindermusik Imagine That! - a 45-minute class for children 3½ to 5 years

· Kindermusik Our Time Family - a 45-minute class for children from birth to 5 years

· Kindermusik Move & Groove - a 50 minute class for children 4.5 to 5.5 years

· Kindermusik for the Young Child - a 60-minute class for children 5 to 7 years

· Kindermusik Adventures - a variety of camp themes offered in the spring for children 0 to 5 years

Classes for students older than 3½ include time alone with the teacher (except the Family class) as well as time at the end of the class for parents and siblings to join in. If you are interested in seeing what older children do, please feel free to talk with me to set up a time to observe one of these classes.

If you have any questions, concerns, or if we can be of help in any way, please contact us. 

Marie Kusters 
613-739-7589


Marie Bouchard 
miekemusike@gmail.com 


mbjc93@gmail.com 
